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AI Index MDE 13/050/2014
To: Dr. Hassan Rouhani
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Tehran
CC: Ayatollah Ali Hosseini Khamenei, Supreme Leader; Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani, Head of the Judiciary;
Mohammad Javad Zarif, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Your Excellency,
We write to you as representatives of human rights and civil society groups that seek the protection and
promotion of human rights in Iran to urge the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to take steps to
open, full, and effective cooperation with the United Nations Special Procedures, including the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
In particular, we urge you to re-affirm the standing invitation to visit Iran that the Iranian authorities issued
to the UN’s Special Procedures in 2002 and to promptly give effect to that invitation by allowing and
facilitating visits to Iran by relevant UN special rapporteurs, with priority given to the country mandate. We
consider that your government has much to gain from meaningful engagement with the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Your government can likewise benefit from
engaging with other independent experts that the UN has mandated to examine human rights practices in
states around the world. UN Special Procedures can advise governments on measures needed to strengthen
legal and other safeguards in order to comply with their obligations under international human rights treaties.
Country visits are an essential means for independent experts to directly observe the human rights situation
in any state and to facilitate dialogue with all relevant state authorities. Such visits are an opportunity for
the government and all relevant domestic authorities, including key ministries and the judiciary, to engage
in dialogue directly with the independent experts appointed by the Human Rights Council. The visits provide
opportunities to obtain their views and recommendations regarding measures needed to address abuses and
to improve compliance with international law. It is imperative, of course, that these independent experts are
allowed open access to visit such locations and hold such meetings as they consider necessary to fulfill their
specific mandates. This allows them to assist the government of the Islamic Republic in meeting its human
rights obligations.

Despite the standing invitation that Iran issued to all Special Procedures in 2002, we note that the Iranian
authorities have not permitted any special procedure to visit Iran since 2005. That is now almost a decade
ago. We note too that the Iranian government committed to cooperate with the Special Procedures during
the Universal Periodic Review process in 2009 and 2010. The Iranian government has not subsequently
honored that commitment. During its dialogue with the Human Rights Council in 2012 and its subsequent
interactive dialogue with the UN General Assembly the government of Iran said that it would invite two
thematic procedures to visit Iran. No such visits have yet taken place.
As you will be aware, the international community has repeatedly expressed its concern about the human
rights situation in Iran. This includes the high rates of arbitrary detention and executions, discrimination
against women and minorities, and undue restrictions on expression, the press, and association. In this
context, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran fulfills a
unique role documenting allegations that relate to broad and diverse categories of human rights. There is an
important role for all Special Procedures both to investigate and assess these matters first hand and to advise
the Iranian authorities on legal, policy and other reforms necessary to safeguard human rights and remedy
abuses. Yet, seven requests for visits to Iran that Special Procedures have made to the Iranian authorities
remain outstanding since 2005. This includes requests submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran; the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions; the Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Food; the Independent Expert on Minority Issues; the Special Rapporteur on the
Independence of Judges and Lawyers; and the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief.
Iran’s failure to permit and facilitate such visits undermines Iran’s responsibility to cooperate with the UN
human rights mechanisms. This violates its treaty obligations and casts a shadow over statements that you
and members of your government have made since you assumed office in 2013 expressing a desire to
improve human rights conditions in Iran. If the Iranian government is serious in that intention, it should
immediately stop discrediting the work of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and approve the requests for visits by Special Procedures that are still outstanding.
It should move quickly to agree to arrangements for visits or joint-visits by these Special Procedures and
provide all appropriate facilitation.
Mr. President, scheduling and organizing early country visits for the country rapporteur and one or more of
these independent experts would provide a clear signal to the international community that Iran, under your
government, is committed to cooperation and transparency in the protection and promotion of human rights.
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